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short rods throughout the tree without crowding, which is
a great fault.

"The neatest and best plan for training is to carry
the main stem horizontally near the ground, into which
it may be allowed to dip and root, if the distance it
has to go is considerable, taking up from it, at regular
intervals, perpendicular main branches. Some of the
strongest, straightest, and best-ripened cuttings of goose-
berries and currants may be planted, previously picking
out all the eyes quite clean except three or four of the
terminal ones; they may be reduced to about a foot long;
by removing a portion of their unripened points, and by
picking out the eyes, the bushes are prevented from throw-
ing up suckers. Bushes with about 1 foot of stem look
much better, besides, in some measure, assisting to prevent
the fruit becoming dirted by heavy rains. Neither prune
nor transplant during frosty weather; dull, mild weather
being the best."

In pruning currant and gooseberry bushes, all branches
which have good buds should be retained, as also all well-
ripened shoots. Meagre and half-ripened shoots should
be cut away to within an inch of the branch. All erect
shoots must be removed except when required to fill up
any space which may be bare of wood. Every awkward
and thick shoot should be cut away close to the stem.
The shoots should not be suffered to grow too close
together, but each have ample room. When it is desired
to provide a future stock of young bushes, the best and
strongest shoots removed by the pruning-knife or shears
should have all their lower buds stripped off, with the
exception of four top buds, and the shoots may be at once
stuck in the soil in a shady border. By the following